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noted Haggard's defects; " you should be more careful," he wrote,
"you do quite well enough to take more trouble, and some parts
of your book are infinitely beneath you." Significantly he
criticised the manner of the story's beginning, declaring it
"slipshod", and warning him that "what you have still to learn
is to take trouble with those parts which do not excite you."
Stevenson and Haggard never met; writing from Bournemouth,
Stevenson promised to meet him in London, but warned him that
"I come rarely to town, and am usually damned sick when I do,"
and eighteen months later he left England forever. Haggard's
brother Bazett, empire-building in the South Seas, became
intimate in Samoa with Stevenson, who wrote a letter of con-
gratulation on Nada the Lily in 1892, and sent cordial messages in
his letters to Lang.

Before the publication of King Solomon's Mines, Haggard wrote
its sequel, Allan Quatermain, during his summer vacation at a
farmhouse near Ditchingham, completing it, like its predecessor,
in about six weeks. Following the success of King Solomotfs Mines,
Longman's were readily persuaded by Lang to serialise its sequel,
and Allan Quatermain ran through Longman's Magazine from
January to August, 1887, the year's delay in publication being
doubtless due to the magazine's being already committed to
serialising Besant's Children of Gibeon. Between finishing Allan
Quatermain "in the late autumn" and the end of the year 1885, he
wrote his story of South African life, Jess, working mainly in
his chambers at i Elm Court, where he attended to pick up
occasional briefs, and carrying his manuscript home in the
evenings to continue his work after dinner. A month after
finishing Jess, he began writing She, which he completed after
six weeks on i8th March, 1886, thus writing three novels in the
space of seven months.

Even allowing that Stevenson was frequently a suffering
invalid while Haggard normally enjoyed vigorous health, a
comparison of their habits of work offers an astonishing contrast.
During the whole year of 1885, Stevenson produced only Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and OhUa, together less in length than any
one of Haggard's novels, and while he began Kidnapped, it was
not till the following year that he was able to finish it. He had